
 

   
 

 
 

TO: PARK ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

FROM: BRUCE KERN, CHAIR      
        
SUBJECT: PARK ADVISORY COMMITTEE   
 
Date:       October 23, 2017 
 

    Location:       Peralta Oaks Court 
             2950 Peralta Oaks Court 
         Oakland, CA    
  
    Time:    
    6:15 p.m.   PAC Executive Subcommittee (Goals and Dogs) 

        (Kern, Best, Bueren, Mercurio, Rickard, Thompson) 
 

        REGULAR MEETING 
 

7:00 p.m.        1.   Approval of Minutes – September 25, 2017 
             2.   Introductions  
         3. Board Member Comments – Colin Coffey 
         4. Foundation Update 

       5. Public Comments 
       7:20 p.m.        6. Presentations 
     (I)       a.  Measure WW Update – Jeff Rasmussen, Assistant Finance Officer 
    (R)       b. Southern Las Trampas LUPA – Julie Bondurant, Principal Planner,  

     Neoma Lavalle, Planner, Kim Thai, Planner 
       8:30 p.m.       7. PAC Member Comments 
                                8. Report from the Chair – Bruce Kern 
               9.    Board Committee Reports  
.             10.    Status of Recommendations  
           11.    Old Business  
       12.    New Business   
          13.    Adjournment 
     
   Next Meeting – November 27, 2017   

             

 
                  (A) Action  (I) Information   (R) Recommendation 
 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS    EXHIBITS    
             
1. Measure WW Update memo   1.     Measure WW Exhibits 1a-1e 
2. Southern Las Trampas LUPA memo  2.     Southern Las Trampas Map 
3. 2017 Work Plan  
4. Status of Recommendations        
5. Articles & Correspondence 
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Unapproved Meeting Minutes 

PARK ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

September 25, 2017 

 

ATTENDING:  Brubaker, Kern, Gregory, Godfrey, Ho, Madsen, Mercurio,   

   Rickard, Skaredoff, Trotter, Palacios, Thompson, Tsutsui,   

     Volin, Wilkins, Yee 

 
NOT ATTENDING:  Bueren, Best, Sanwong, Robinson 
  

STAFF ATTENDING:  O’Connor, Kassebaum, Luna, Saito, Dougan, Moran, Barrington, Clay  

  

GUESTS:  Board Member Ayn Wieskamp 

   

PUBLIC:   Bruce Ohlson, Hobart Zimmerle 

  

The meeting began at 7:02 p.m.   

 

1. Approval of the September 25 2017 Minutes:  The September 25, 2017 minutes were 

approved.  The motion to approve was moved by PAC member Volin.   PAC member Yee 

seconded approval of the minutes.   

   

2. Introductions:  N/A, the meeting began with Board Member comments. 

   

3. Board Member Comments:   

Director Wieskamp began by discussing her visit to Ardenwood on Labor Day.  Director 

Wieskamp recounted how she talked with park users that came from all over the Bay Area to 

enjoy the park and escape the heat.  Director Wieskamp encouraged them to return to 

Ardenwood for Harvest Festival and the Cowboy Hootenanny both in October.  Director 

Wieskamp suggested the PAC members would enjoy attending the Gathering of the Ohlone on 

October 1 at Coyote Hills.  She also encouraged PAC members to view Bob Coomber’s film, 

4-Wheel Bob, on October 3 at the Parkway Theater in Oakland. 

 

Foundation Update:  No update. 

 

4. Public Comments: Hobart Zimmerle expressed concern that dog walking in Dunsmuir has 
been discouraged in the last few years.  He asked if the Park District could help facilitate a 

designated public area to walk dogs on or off-leash. 

 

5. Presentations: 

(I)  a.   Convenience Camping Update – Jim O’Connor, AGM Operations, and Nate Luna, 

Administrative Analyst II, Maintenance and Skilled Trades (MAST) 

Jim O’Connor, AGM Operations introduced Nate Luna, Administrative Analyst II, who presented a 

PowerPoint on the item.  Luna discussed the history of convenience camping and explained ten 

potential locations were originally considered.  Del Valle was chosen as the best fit for the pilot 

project.  The site is relatively flat, close to restrooms, showers, water and power – all key elements 
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for the project.  The site accommodates five cabins.  The draft design was taken from the cabins at 

Samuel P. Taylor State Park. 

 

Luna stated each cabin cost $35,330.00.  The total project cost including ADA ramps, delivery, 

installation, license and transfer fee, and site materials totals $269,163.00.  

 

The exterior of the cabins include a metal roof with a high solar reflective index rating (SRI), the 

cabins are fully insulated, and have Wilderness Urban Interface (WUI) rated windows which protect 
the building from wildfire.  Hardie board siding is also being used which is resistant to fire, mold and 

pests.  Interior features include cedar wall siding, solid surface counter space, USB charger outlet, 

electrical outlet, recessed lighting, ceiling fan, bunk beds, carbon monoxide and smoke detectors, 

fire extinguishers, air conditioning, and an electric “wood” stove. Trenching for the electrical work 

was done in April while the park was closed for cleanup from the winter flooding.  The District 

survey team, MAST, Roads and Trails, Park Craft Specialists and Rangers worked together to 

complete the trenching, electrical engineering, grading, asphalt and cabin pad construction.  

 

O’Connor announced a new link was created on the webpage for cabin reservations.  Reserve 

America is the company that provides this service.  October 7 reservations will be open.  It is 

anticipated a 65% occupancy rate in year one will net $88,969.00 in revenue.  Initially reservations 

will be available by phone only, but it is anticipated to go online soon. 

 

PAC member Palacios asked when the District will break even.  O’Connor replied it might take five 

to seven years.  PAC chair Kern explained this came out of a marketability study from 2014 by the 

District to look at convenience camping.  

 

PAC member Ho asked if additional staffing or janitorial staff will be needed to take care of the 

cabins.  O’Connor replied the cabins are very basic.  The District will determine how to move 

forward once camping has been established, but some staffing will be added.  PAC member Trotter 

inquired if the cleaning costs were included in the projected revenue.  O’Connor replied  

no.  PAC Member Rickard announced there will be a Board Field Trip on October 6 to Del Valle 

and the cabins will be part of the tour.  

 
Recommendation:  None.  This was an informational item. 

 

(I) b. Community Services/Volunteers Program Update – Anne Kassebaum, Chief of 

Interpretive and Recreation Service  

Anne Kassebaum, Chief of Recreation and Interpretive Services introduced Jeremy Saito, 

Recreation Supervisor.  Saito provided an overview about the District-wide volunteer 

program.  He noted some of the ongoing volunteer programs:  Docent Groups, Park 

Ambassadors and Volunteer Safety Patrol.  There are also one-time volunteers who come out 

for special events such as:  Earth Day, Coastal Cleanup and Ivan Dixon Trail Days.  In 2016, 

there were over 21,000 volunteers providing over 150 thousand hours of service.  Corporate 

volunteer groups have continued to increase.  In 2016, there were 55 corporate volunteers, 

and in 2017 to date there have been 58 corporate volunteers.  Because of the success of 

corporate volunteer days, the Board of Directors have asked the District to continue to 

increase corporate volunteers in 2017.   
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In 2016, a total of 21,166 volunteers contributed 150, 782 hours of service.  Saito stated there 

is a noticeable trend of increased requests by corporate volunteers.  Some of the projects 

included planting at Anthony Chabot Park; removal of French Broom at Diablo Foothills; 

weeding at Quarry Lakes rare fruit trees; liter removal at Baypoint; the construction of a split 

rail fence at Las Trampas; spreading mulch; and the building and staining of park benches at 

Radke Memorial Martinez Shoreline.  Saito reported some corporate volunteers include:  

Whole Foods, The North Face, Workday, PG&E, Meridian Property Co., AAA of Northern 

CA, Stantec, the Rotary Club, Toyota, Clif Bar, Shaklee and Massage Envy Spa. 
 

Saito reported that each year the District hosts Corporate Caring Volunteer Week with Chevron.  

The District also hosts work parties put on by Weed Warriors and Friends of Five Creeks 

Volunteers.  Saito said the Regional Parks Foundation is committed to corporate engagement 

and donates to the program.  They provide planning support, lunch, snacks and 

commemorative t-shirts and/or water bottles.  The Foundation has a website which links to 

the volunteer webpage. 

 

Saito showcased several volunteer public events that are offered each year:  the MLK Jr. Day 

of Service, Earth Day events, Special Kids Fishing Derbies, California Coastal Cleanup Day and 

National Public Lands Day.  Saito explained Parks Express hosts a Day in the Park for Alameda 

nursing homes at Crown Beach. 

 

Volin asked how the list of projects are determined.  Saito replied he works with Park staff to 

conduct an assessment about what the needs are, and what projects can be offered to volunteers.  

PAC member Tsutsui asked if the District has a mechanism to recruit volunteers from colleges.  He 

added there could be projects tailored specifically for educational programming.  Saito replied he 

would be very interested in working with universities to identify potential conservation projects and 

long-term sustainability projects. 

 

PAC member Godfrey stated the volunteer numbers are impressive.  He noted high school students 

are often required to provide mandatory community hours.  He wondered what percentage of our 

volunteers are high school students.  Saito said there is a big program at Irvington High School called 

the Change Project.  The District tries to plan projects in advance, so when schools call they are 

ready for them.  Palacios commended Saito for his work.  She inquired if the Girl Scouts have been 

part of this program.  Saito replied there is a website for Eagle and Silver Star projects for the Boy 

and Girl Scouts. PAC member Mercurio inquired if the corporate projects are done during the 

work week.  Saito replied yes, they are done as team building projects for the businesses. 

 
Recommendation:  None. This was an informational item. 

 

(I) c. Trails Update- Sean Dougan, Trails Development Program Manager 

Sean Dougan, Trails Development Program Manager provided a PowerPoint presentation on 

this item.  Dougan said the department’s operating budget is $2,080,537.  The Trails 

Development department develops trails inside and outside parks, and also runs the Ivan 

Dickson Volunteer Trail Maintenance program.  They are a department of three.  Together 

they complete about ten projects per year.  Dougan said they are working on roughly 37 

projects simultaneously throughout the year.  
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Dougan explained the stages of a project include conducting a feasibility study, design, CEQA 

requirements, and final construction.  Dougan gave an overview on a few of their current 

projects.  A goal of the Tassajara Creek Trail terminus project is to connect the Tassajara 

Creek Trail to Wallis Ranch.  Once completed, it will connect Dublin to San Ramon and 

eventually connect to Mt. Diablo.  Another project, is the construction of a fiberglass bridge 

across Havey Creek by District staff in Wildcat Canyon.  

 

Dougan commented construction of a 1,100-foot bridge began in June 2017 to connect Pinole 
Shores to Bayfront Park as part of the San Francisco Bay Trail.  It is a technically difficult 

project which has taken a decade to get to this point.  Dougan reported another bridge will be 

constructed in 2019 at Point Molate.  It is currently being designed and CEQA should be 

completed this Fall.  Federal funding is anticipated for this project, so NEPA studies are 

underway.  Dougan anticipates the project will be completed by Spring of 2018.  Another 

project is the Bay Area Ridge Trail from Garin to Highway 84.  The design is about 95% 

complete.  The expected completion date is next Spring.  Dougan stated Board approval for 

initiating CEQA review is scheduled in October for a trail from Dunsmuir to Chabot Regional 

Trail in the City of San Leandro. 

 

Dougan explained not all projects are on the Master Plan.  For example, there is a proposal for 

the Contra Costa Canal Trail at the Highway 680 - Highway 4 interchange where new fly-

overs, and the elimination of certain on and off ramps, are being contemplated.  The project 

doesn’t include any non-motorized trail component, and doesn’t accommodate bicyclists or 

pedestrians.  Usually the District supports these types of projects, and will push for the 

inclusion of a bicycle and pedestrian component to the trail.  

 

Bruce Ohlson, member of Delta Peddlers Bicycle Club, commented about the Contra Costa 

Canal Trail project by Contra Costa Transportation Authority.  Ohlson asked the PAC 

members to support the connection of trails in the vicinity.  Mercurio stated he would like the 

PAC to consider recommending the Board of Directors encourage the connection be made. 

Rickard agreed the PAC should support the connection.  

 

Trotter responded funding has been difficult for CCTA to obtain.  He commented there is a 

new companion bill to SB 1 to fund the project.  Trotter said CCTA would likely support a 

bicycle and pedestrian component to the trail. 

 

PAC member Brubaker asked if the District owns land on the Contra Costa Canal Trail. 

Dougan replied no. 

 

Kern inquired about repair of the trails which were damaged by the winter storms.  O’Connor 
replied there were 53 trail closures and only two remain closed.  

 

Recommendation:  None. This was an informational item. 

 

6. PAC Member Comments 

Palacios mentioned she has seen storm damage repairs at Redwood Park.  
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PAC member Thompson thanked the Park District for hosting the San Francisco Bay Trail Summit.  

She felt it initiated a conversation for the next phase of the SF Bay Trail as it moves forward with the 

most difficult segments. 

 

Ho pointed out Saturday was the grand opening of the Hemme Station Park in Alamo at the Iron 

Horse Trail. 

 

PAC member Skaredoff stated he enjoyed the Garin Apple Festival.  Skaredoff mentioned the 
Resilient by Design Tour is a competition to create designs and projects to make the Bay Area 

resilient to sea-level rise, severe storms, flooding and earthquakes.  Skaredoff took part in a 10k run 

at Contra Loma Reservoir. 

 

PAC member Gregory stated that Doug Siden, Director Emeritus, was voted Chair Emeritus of the 

San Leandro Creek Alliance.  He asked the PAC to consider an update on the blue/green algae issue. 

 

7. Report from Chair – Kern reported the Executive Committee met on September 12 to begin 

developing the PAC’s report on dogs in the parks.  They are working on a draft recommendation to 

be brought before the PAC membership in October.  The Executive Committee is in the process of 

setting up a meeting with the environmental community regarding dogs in the parks.  They are also 

initiating outreach to the District Volunteer Trail groups. Director Wieskamp stated the Board 

appreciates the PAC’s work on this issue. 

 

A Measure CC Extension working group was established by the General Manager.  Kern, Rickard 

and Wilkins sit on the Working Group. 

   

8. Board Committee Reports – None. 

 

9.  Status of Recommendations – All recommendations have been approved and adopted by 

the Board of Directors.  

 

10. Old Business – Dog report. 

   

11. New Business – None.  

 

12. Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 8:57 p.m. 

 

Summary of Actions: 
1. The PAC approved the July 24, 2017 minutes. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sharon Clay 

Confidential Secretary 
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The provisions of the District’s voter-approved 2008 General Obligation Bond measure include an 

annual status review of the progress of the program by the District’s Park Advisory Committee. 
 

Included in this packet is a 2017 status report, based on information that has been provided to the 

District’s Board of Directors during the annual Board Workshops. Staff will be in attendance at this 

meeting to give a brief presentation, answer questions, and accept comments from the Park 

Advisory Committee members on the Measure WW program. 

 

A. Initial Implementation and Bond Sales 

The first series of bonds issued under the Measure WW authority were issued in mid-

2009 and the second series in mid-2013. The $164 million in tax-exempt proceeds 

issued were sold at extremely low interest rates.  In combination with the debt re-

structure and $20 million issue of Measure AA refunding bonds, this has enabled the 

District to hold the combined 2016/17 debt service on both the AA and WW to $3.20 

per $100,000 of assessed valuation (AV) and 

$6.70 per $100,000 the year before; well 

below the District’s $10 per $100,000 of 

AV commitment to voters. The 2017/18 

tax rate is also expected to meet this 

benchmark. Another $80 million in bonds 

will be issued before the end of 2017. 

 

B. Metropolitan Area Allocations 

The $375 million in Measure WW funding 

was allocated on the basis of the 

Metropolitan Area population balance as 

known in 2007. The original program 

allocations, by percentage, are shown in 

the chart to the right. 

 

 

  
PARK ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Meeting of October 23, 2017 
 

TO: Park Advisory Committee 

STAFF REPORT 
PREPARED BY: 

Debra Auker, CFO/AGM of Finance and Management Services 
Jeff Rasmussen, Assistant Finance Officer 
Tiffany Margulici, Grants Manager 
 

SUBJECT: 2017 Measure WW Update 
 

ATTACHMENTS: • Exhibit 1a: Measure WW Project Appropriations as of March 17, 2017 

• Exhibit 1b: Measure WW Remaining Balances Sorted by Park 

• Exhibit 1c: WW Detailed WW Allocation Area Balances as of March 

15, 2017 

• Exhibit 1d: Measure WW Local Grant Program Projects by Agency and 

Detailed WW Local Grant Program Project Allocations by Agency. 

• Exhibit 1e: 2017 Measure WW Local Grant Project Applications 
 

      

 
 

 
 

 
 

Attachment 1 



 

Total Appropriations by Metro 

 
  

 

 
 

C. Measure WW Appropriations for District Projects 

$88.7 million in appropriations have been approved by the Board of Directors for WW 

Acquisition projects ($56.6 million) and WW District Development projects ($32.1 

million). 

Details of these appropriations are 
included in Exhibit 1a: Measure WW 

Appropriations as of March 17, 2017.  

In addition, $43.4 million has been 

budgeted to the Land Acquisition 

“Designated Acquisitions” account, which 

is the holding account for projects in 

process that have not yet been 

transferred and received formal 

appropriations into separate project areas 

by the Board. Of the total appropriation 

of $88.7 million, $69.5 million has been 

expended on both acquisition and 

development projects to date, with the 

largest  

expenses being $3.9 million for the Big Break Delta Science Center, $7 million for the 

Atlas Road Bridge creating a new access to Point Pinole Regional Shoreline, $3.1 million 

towards the purchase of Roddy Ranch in Deer Valley, $3.5 million for the Robertson 

property at Pleasanton Ridge, $2.1 million for Wiedemann Ranch, and $2.9 million for 

the GSA property at Crown Beach. 

 

The charts on the following page display the Measure WW original targets and 

appropriations as of March 17, 2017, shown by metro area and by acquisition and 

development. At this stage of the measure, with only 23% of project allocations 

appropriated, it is premature to forecast a trend or to assign any significant meaning to 

the pattern of appropriations. With several recent acquisition opportunities in the 

Diablo area and the availability of matching funds from the East Contra Costa County 

Habitat Conservancy Plan (ECCC HCP), that area is responsible for 40% of the 

appropriations to date. These metrics will continue to be brought to the Board in 

future reports. 

 



 

 
 

 
 

Exhibit 1b: Measure WW Remaining Balances provides a summary of remaining 

unappropriated acquisition and development funds designated for each park under Measure 

WW, and Exhibit 1c: Measure WW Allocation Area Balances shows the allocation area 

detail. Staff provides updates and information  to the Board of Directors at the annual Board 

Workshops. 
 

 



 

D. Measure WW Local Grant Program 

The District is in its ninth year of the Measure WW Local Grant Program. The program is set 

to expire on December 31, 2018. Staff has received numerous extension requests from local 

agencies. Staff suggests authorizing a three-year extension through December 31, 2021. Staff 

will bring a formal request to the Board at next year’s annual WW update in May 2018. 
 

Through the end of the 2016 year, 264 projects valued at $113.3 million or 90% of the total 

$125 million program (including the District’s administrative fee) have been approved and are 

being undertaken by local agencies. The full list of projects applied for, accepted and/or not 

approved (due to incomplete or insufficient applications) is attached as Exhibit 1d: Measure 

WW Local Grant Projects by Agency. 

 

The 2017 grant application period is now complete. Agencies submitted 10 applications totaling 

$6.7 million by the March 31 deadline. A list of 2017 applications received, by agency, is 

attached as Exhibit 1e: Measure WW 2017 Local Grant Program Project 

Applications. These applications have been reviewed and approved by the Board in May. 

 

The Local Grant program now includes 144 completed projects and the application, review, 

and reimbursement process has proceeded smoothly. Approximately $80.1 million has been 

reimbursed to local agencies during the first seven years of the program. 

 

E.  Measure WW Cash Flow 

The District has issued $164.4 million in Measure WW bonds to date. At this time, Measure 

WW appropriations, including Local Grant projects, total over $208.7 million.  

 

These contractual promises (appropriations) of Measure WW funds exceed the amount of 

the bond sale proceeds of $164.4 million by approximately $44.3 million. However, this is not 

an immediate concern because, of these appropriated amounts, only $149.5 million has 

actually been expended or reimbursed to local agencies, leaving a sufficient balance in the fund 

to pay anticipated expenses and reimbursements for the current year.  The District is 

currently in the process to issue a third series of bonds.  
 

F. Measure WW Interest, Reserve, and Balance 

Measure WW proceeds are invested with the trustee and earning interest; as of 12/31/2016 

$1,132,382 in interest has been earned. $200,000 was appropriated in 2016 for trustee fees. 

 

Interest: The Board of Directors requested, during the establishment of Measure WW, that 

interest earned be allocated first to offset any changes in metro-area balance determined by the 

2010 Census. Population information was received and compiled in 2011, and metro-area 

population balances did change as follows: 

 
 

Increase in Population Decrease in Population 

• Diablo Metro has increased by 1.2% 

(from 32.9% to 34.1%) 

• South Metro has decreased by 0.3% 

(from 27.8% to 27.5%) 

 
• West Metro has decreased by 0.9% 

(from 39.2% to 38.3%) 



 

When applied to the full WW program, the 1.2% increase in population in Diablo Metro 

represents a total dollar increase of $4.1 million in that metropolitan sector. Given that the 

low current rate of interest earnings would appear unlikely to exceed $4.1 million in the next 

several years, the Board agreed that the full balance of interest earned to date, and for the 

foreseeable future, be allocated to the Diablo Metro area until the new target is met, or until 
the 2020 Census provides an updated target. This allocation will supersede and make 

unnecessary the prior practice under Measure AA of apportioning interest by the Metro Area 

percentages on an annual basis. The alternative strategy available, to reduce the previously 

established allocations in South and West Metro areas below those approved by the voters in 

2008, was not deemed prudent or feasible. 

 

G. Reserve 

Measure WW includes a provision for a 7% or $26.25 million reserve that was not specifically 

committed by project, park, metro area or acquisition/development. This general allocation, 

for unanticipated future project needs and opportunities, has utilized for the first time during 

2015 for the following Board approved appropriation: 

• $2.2 million for the Point Pinole Atlas Road Bridge project 

• $857,540 for the Restore Dotson Family Marsh project 

 

H. Measure WW Balance 

The District-wide Measure WW funding remaining available in the overall program, less 

appropriated funds, but inclusive of the reserve, totals $287.4 million. Measure WW allocations 

are established by the expenditure plan adopted in 2008; however, the Board reserves the 

ability to modify the plan, apply the reserves, transfer funds between allocation areas and/or 
adjust the balance between acquisition and development uses. 

 

 

MEASURE WW: REMAINING BALANCES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Metro Area 
Total 

Available 

Available 

Acq 

Available 

Dev 

Diablo $89,549,857 $68,063,167 $21,486,690 

South $75,861,064 $57,784,895 $18,076,169 

West   $97,694,758 $79,148,989 $18,545,769 

Total $263,105,678 $204,997,051 $58,108,627 

REMAINING UN-APPROPRIATED 

ALLOCATION 
 

 

 

7% RESERVE 

 

TOTAL AMOUNT REMAINING 

IN MEASURE WW 

  $23,392,460 

 
$287,430,520     
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Measure WW Remaining Balances, Sorted by Park Exhibit 1b

Measure WW Project Allocation: $375,000,000

Interest Appropriated $200,000

Appropriated to Projects as of 3/17/2017: -$88,701,862

7% Reserve (District-wide Unappropriated Contingency) $23,392,460

Remaining Unappropriated (detail shown below): $263,105,678

Available Interest as of 12/31/2016: $932,382

Total Available: $287,430,520

 TOTAL  ACQ  DEV. METRO

1 Alameda Point 6,453,714            4,300,000           2,153,714         W

2 Alamo Canal Trail -                           -                        -                      D

3 Anthony Chabot 2,025,000            2,025,000           -                      W

4 Ardenwood 1,800,000            -                        1,800,000         S

5 Bay Point 655,000               655,000             -                      D

6 Bay Trail 8,032,065            7,082,850           949,215           D

7 Bay Water Trail 5,380,000            4,840,000           540,000           D

8 Big Break Shoreline 180,000               180,000             -                      D

9 Black Diamond 3,501                   3,501                 -                      D

10 Briones 6,514,434            3,728,394           2,786,040         D

11 Byron Vernal Pools 1,372,436            1,102,436           270,000           D

12 Calaveras Ridge Trail 9,101,129            6,778,129           2,323,000         S

13 Carquinez Strait 2,320,365            1,870,365           450,000           S

14 Clayton Ranch 1,413,914            1,188,914           225,000           D

15 Concord Naval Weapons Station 13,786,846          9,254,221           4,532,625         D

16 Coyote Hills 7,291,521            4,066,521           3,225,000         S

17 Crockett Hills 2,911,764            2,461,764           450,000           D

18 Crown Beach 3,113,344            613,358             2,499,986         W

19 Deer Valley 2,096,560            1,196,560           900,000           D

SORTED BY PARK
Remaining Unappropriated
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Measure WW Remaining Balances, Sorted by Park Exhibit 1b

 TOTAL  ACQ  DEV. METRO

SORTED BY PARK
Remaining Unappropriated

20 Delta Access 2,428,851            1,766,813           662,038           D

21 Delta Recreation 142,493               -                        142,493           D

22 Delta Trail 4,050,000            2,700,000           1,350,000         D

23 Diablo Foothills 7,200,000            6,300,000           900,000           D

24 Doolan Canyon/Tassajara Hills 3,134,146            2,459,146           675,000           D

25 Dry Creek 6,680,000            5,780,000           900,000           S

26 Dublin Hills 4,720,000            4,495,000           225,000           D

27 Dunsmuir Heights Trail 450,000               -                        450,000           W

28 East Bay Greenway Trail -                           -                        -                      W

29 Eastshore State Park 22,805,549          22,805,549         -                      W

30 Garin 2,742,721            2,517,721           225,000           S

31 Garin to Pleasanton Ridge Trail 2,025,000            1,800,000           225,000           S

32 Gateway Shoreline 5,300,000            4,400,000           900,000           W

33 Hayward Shoreline 2,667,913            107,855             2,560,058         S

34 Iron Horse to Mount Diablo Trail 1,350,000            900,000             450,000           D

35 Iron Horse Trail 928,046               290,000             638,046           D

36 Lake Chabot 1,800,000            1,800,000           -                      S

37 Las Trampas 5,094,231            1,944,231           3,150,000         D

38 Leona Open Space 2,331,386            2,336,386           (5,000)              W

39 Marsh Creek Trail 900,000               450,000             450,000           D

40 Martin Luther King Jr Shoreline 12,295,000          9,450,000           2,845,000         W

41 Mission Peak 4,480,000            4,480,000           -                      S

42 Morgan Territory 7,035,917            6,135,917           900,000           D

43 North Richmond Shoreline 3,150,184            3,150,184           -                      W

44 Oak Knoll to Ridge Trail 720,000               450,000             270,000           M

12



Measure WW Remaining Balances, Sorted by Park Exhibit 1b

 TOTAL  ACQ  DEV. METRO

SORTED BY PARK
Remaining Unappropriated

45 Oakland Shoreline 10,680,000          9,000,000           1,680,000         W

46 Ohlone 7,088,735            6,963,735           125,000           S

47 Oyster Bay 2,020,000            270,000             1,750,000         W

48 Pleasanton Ridge 3,345,806            1,828,906           1,516,900         S

49 Point Pinole 150,115               150,115             -                      W

50 Point San Pablo Peninsula 4,071,500            3,955,000           116,500           W

51 Quarry Lakes 4,500,000            2,700,000           1,800,000         S

52 Rancho Pinole 2,216,284            1,766,284           450,000           W

53 Redwood 3,416,508            1,916,508           1,500,000         W

54 Ridge Trail 8,589,294            8,420,942           168,352           S

55 Roberts 1,350,000            -                        1,350,000         W

56 Round Valley 5,977,150            5,235,917           741,233           D

57 San Pablo Bay 837,000               612,000             225,000           W

58 Sibley/Huckleberry 5,433,000            5,383,000           50,000             W

59 Sunol 4,950,000            3,600,000           1,350,000         S

60 Sycamore Valley Openspace 925,000               900,000             25,000             D

61 Tassajara Creek Trail 667,367               367,367             300,000           D

62 Tilden 1,615,569            -                        1,615,569         W

63 Urban Creeks 6,370,605            6,125,605           245,000           M

64 Vargas Plateau 6,478,580            5,070,721           1,407,859         S

65 Vasco Caves 2,650,135            2,425,135           225,000           D

66 Wildcat Canyon -                           -                        -                      W

67 Wildcat Creek Trail 890,000               440,000             450,000           W

$263,105,678 $204,997,051 $58,108,627

Note: Metro "M" denotes multiple metro areas.

TOTAL
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M E M O R A N D U M 
 

 
 

DATE: October 18, 2017 

 

TO: PAC 

  

FROM:  Neoma Lavalle – Planner, Kim Thai – Planner  

 

SUBJECT: Southern Las Trampas Land Use Plan Amendment Project 

 

Project Purpose: The primary purpose of the proposed project is to update the 1993 Land 

Use Development Plan (LUDP) to accommodate new access points and trails on approximately 

760 acres of new land acquisition in the southern portion of Las Trampas Wilderness Regional 

Preserve (Las Trampas) since the adoption of the 1993 LUDP.   

 

An environmental document will be prepared in accordance with the provisions of the 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the State CEQA Guidelines, pursuant to 
Section 15082 of the CEQA Guidelines.  The environmental document will describe and analyze 

the potentially significant environmental effects of a proposed project and discuss ways to 

mitigate or avoid the effects.  The environmental document will consider construction, 

operation, and maintenance recommendations that will be included in the proposed LUPA. 

 

Project Location and Site Conditions: The project is in the southern portion of Las 

Trampas in south-central Contra Costa County, on the western periphery of the San Ramon 

Valley within the City of San Ramon, Town of Danville, and unincorporated areas.  The project 

area is known for its steep topography and diverse natural resources. The steep and rugged 

hills with their many side ridges and valleys create a complex habitat for native species and 

provide a challenging experience for park visitors. The geographical center of the project area is 

Las Trampas Ridge, which rises 700 feet above Bollinger Canyon Road. In addition to the 

rugged topography, the project area includes numerous rock outcrops. 

The project area encompasses a variety of habitats which support an array of resident and 

migratory species. Habitats within the project area include chaparral, riparian corridors, 

grasslands, rocky outcrops, oak savannah, and ponds. Chaparral habitat suitable for state and 

federal threatened species Alameda whipsnake encompasses a large part of the project area. 

Areas within the proposed project have been identified as breeding habitat for federally 

threatened California red-legged frogs.  

 

Project Area: The project area consists of five parcels that will be appended to Las Trampas 

and includes three that the District currently owns: Peter’s Ranch, Chen, and Elworthy. The 

Elworthy parcel is currently open to the public, and park visitors can access the Elworthy parcel 

from a 0.5-mile trail connector through a 182-acre Elworthy private property scenic easement. 

A 12-car staging area on the Elworthy scenic easement was constructed by the developer prior 

to District acceptance of the Elworthy parcel, and was opened to the public in 2015. The 

Peter’s Ranch and Chen parcels are currently landbanked and are not open to the public. 

 



2 
 

Two additional parcels, Podva and Faria, will be dedicated to the District as mitigation for 

residential development projects. Thirty acres of the 96-acre Podva parcel will be under a 

conservation easement. Prior to District acceptance of the Podva parcel, the developer will 

construct a trailhead with on-street parking on one side of the street reserved for park visitors.   

 

The entire 144-acre Faria dedication will be under conservation easement, with the exception 

of a trail connector to the Calaveras Ridge Trail, a trail loop on the western portion, and carve-

outs for two 6-car trailhead parking which will be set aside for the District to develop 

additional public access points for the future. The long-term management plans associated with 

the conservation easements placed on these properties will be incorporated and referenced in 

the LUPA. 

 

Proposed Project: The project proposes to open to the public approximately two miles of 

narrow (single-track) trails and 2.5 miles of emergency vehicle and maintenance access (EVMA) 

roads for a total of approximately 4.5 miles of new trails to be opened. New trail construction 

would involve the use of mechanized equipment, such as a mini excavators and manual labor 

using hand tools. 

 

The proposed project would divide the project area into natural and recreation/staging units, 

defined by the District’s 2013 Master Plan.  The proposed project would designate the vast 

majority of the project area as a natural unit in which the land would remain undeveloped with 

the exception of recreational trails.  Public infrastructure would be concentrated in the 

remaining land comprising of one staging area and two small trailhead lots.  Proposed project 

elements would include the following actions: 

 

• Develop a staging area on the Chen property to serve as the southern gateway to Las 

Trampas, with all-weather parking to accommodate up to 25 vehicles, benches, restroom, 

trail connections, information signs and landscaping.  The location of the proposed staging 

area is a previously disturbed corral site. 

• Develop one 1.1-mile access road to allow pedestrian, bicycle, equestrian and maintenance 

and emergency vehicle access into Las Trampas from existing roads and trails and 

connecting to Bollinger Canyon Road via the Chen property. 

• Develop one 0.5-mile access road to allow pedestrian, bicycle, equestrian and maintenance 

and emergency vehicle access into Las Trampas from the Podva property. 

• Develop one 0.8-mile narrow trail segment of the Calaveras Ridge Trail on the Peter’s 

Ranch property, connecting future City of San Ramon public trails on an adjacent property 

to existing trails on the Elworthy property. 

• Develop two small parking trailhead areas to accommodate up to six cars on the Faria 

parcel with fencing, gates, and signs stating park regulations and hours. 

• Develop two trails to allow pedestrian, bicycle and equestrian access into Las Trampas from 

the six-car trailhead lots on the Faria parcel. 

 

Community Outreach: A community meeting that served as a CEQA scoping meeting was 

held on June 7, 2017. A summary of the meeting can be found on the District website at: 

http://www.ebparks.org/about/planning#so-las-trampas_lupa.  The District anticipates additional 

community meetings will be held as the project progresses.  
 

http://www.ebparks.org/about/planning#so-las-trampas_lupa
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        PARK ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
2017 Status of Recommendations  

 

 

The following is a record of items, which have come from the PAC during the year 
beginning January 1, 2017. 
 
 
1. The PAC recommended moving forward the Great California Delta Trail Naming 

to the Board for approval.   
(January 23, 2017) 
 

STATUS: The Board voted to approve moving forward the Great California Delta 
Trail Naming. 
   (Resolution 2017-02-036) 

 
2. The PAC approved a motion to recommend to the Board of Directors the approval 

of the proposed draft Procedural Guide and method of allocation for a proposed 
$1.6 million Urban Creeks Grant Program.  

(January 23, 2017) 
 

STATUS: The Board approved the proposed draft procedural guide and method 
of allocation for a proposed $1.6 million Urban Creeks Grant Program 
   (Resolution 2017-03-069)  
 

3.     The PAC recommended that the Board support the approval of the Dumbarton 
Campground Phase 1 Development Naming Program, including the name of the 
facility. 

(April 24, 2017) 
 
STATUS: The Board voted to approve Dumbarton Quarry Campground Phase I 
Development Naming Program at Coyote Hills 
   (Resolution 2017-07-193) 
 

4. The PAC recommended to the Board of Directors approval of the proposed 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR). 

    (June 26, 2017) 
 
STATUS: The Board voted to approve the Comprehensive Annual Financial  
Report (CAFR) 
   (Resolution 2017-07-199) 
 

5. The PAC recommended favorable consideration to the Board of Directors to 
adopt the appropriation for the 2017 Measure CC Expenditure Plan 
    (June 26, 2017) 
 
STATUS: The Board voted to approve the Measure CC Special Tax Report for 
2017/18, Proposed measure CC Budget Revenues and Expenditures for 2018 
Spending Plan Modifications   
   (Resolution 2017-07- 215) 
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Conflict as heated as the flames over Oakland hills fire 
prevention 
By Otis R. Taylor Jr. 

Updated 6:00 am, Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

 
A house lies in charred rubble the morning after the October 1991 Oakland hills firestorm that left 25 
people dead. Photo: Fred Larson, The Chronicle  

 

When Robert Doyle walked out of his house Sunday morning in Walnut Creek, he felt 
warm winds fanning from the east. 
 
It’s the kind of wind that makes curtains billow, gusts that jiggle blinds before slapping 
the slats against windowsills. 
 
It’s the kind of wind, drifting in unseasonably warm temperatures, that spreads wildfires. 
Doyle has been following the fatal fire that has devastated swaths of Napa, Sonoma 
and Mendocino counties, leaving scores homeless and missing. 
 
“This is just chilling, this latest disaster, and I don’t think anybody anticipated it would 
happen in the North Bay,” said Doyle, general manager of the East Bay Regional Park 
District. 
 

The park district manages more than 120,000 acres of regional parks, wilderness, 
shorelines and trails in Alameda and Contra Costa counties. 
It was a similar warm eastern wind that fanned the October 1991 firestorm that killed 25 
people and wiped out nearly 3,500 homes in the Oakland hills. 
 

http://www.sfgate.com/author/otis-taylor/


Fire experts believe another firestorm is inevitable, because wildfires ignite in the 
Oakland hills about every 20 or 30 years. Doyle is focused on making sure another 
small grass fire, like the one that flared into the firestorm 26 years ago, doesn’t become 
a major disaster. 
 
The grasses, chaparral and shrubbery in California’s wilderness are easily ignitable and 
burn voraciously. The key to avoiding another disaster is aggressive fire prevention, 
according to Doyle. That means a preventative culling of vegetation — a wildfire’s fuel 
— long before responses are limited to grabbing what you can and outrunning flames 
licking at rooftops and doorsteps. 
 
“We have to prevent these conflagrations,” Doyle said. “The public has to demand that 
this pre-fire work gets done, and I’ve got people working doing that every day, except I 
could do more if we had the money.” 
 
Here’s what’s causing Doyle’s financial bind: legal wrangling on what to cut — more or 
less. 
 
In 2015, the Hills Conservation Network, a small cohort of land activists, sued the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency and landowners UC Berkeley and the city of 
Oakland, accusing them of unfairly clear-cutting eucalyptus, Monterey pines and acacia 
trees. According to my colleague Rachel Swan, the group charges that thistle, hemlock 
and poison oak would replace the felled trees, creating a greater fire risk. 
 
The East Bay Regional Park District was named in the lawsuit. 
 
“What we’ve been advocating for quite some time is that the fire risk around here is with 
the grasses and the shrubs,” Dan Grassetti, who heads the Hills Conservation Network, 
told me. “We are trying to prevent the creation of more of that kind of vegetation, 
because it’s an enormous fire hazard.” 
 
Grassetti sees another problematic issue that’s being overlooked — neighborhoods 
encroaching on nature. 
 
“The problem is that we’ve put houses too close to this environment,” he said. 
In August, a hillside fire near Grizzly Peak, a summit with beautiful vistas where people 
go to party in the Berkeley hills, ravaged 20 acres of rough terrain. It took five days and 
more than 150 firefighters to fully contain. 
 
And late last month, a grass fire in the Oakland hills provoked evacuations of at least 
100 homes. The fire burned through 22 acres of dry brush and grass. Both were quickly 
contained, because since the 1991 firestorm, fire training and suppression has been 
paramount. 
 
“The good news is that the city of Oakland kind of has its act together on this at this 
point, which is great news,” said Grassetti, who lives in Claremont Canyon. 
But it’s not enough. To save lives — and money — more emphasis should be placed on 
prevention. 
 



“California has to wake up and recognize that it is far more practical to do fire 
prevention,” Doyle said. 
Doyle said he needs more federal money to cut and clear brush and thin eucalyptus. In 
some areas in the hills, there’s a century of growth that needs to be removed. 
 
But the funds have been threatened by a string of lawsuits. Though FEMA settled the 
lawsuit with the Hills Conservation Network, the $2.6 million the federal agency 
earmarked for the regional park district to cut brush and eucalyptus was made 
vulnerable because of a lawsuit filed by the Sierra Club, which claims FEMA isn’t doing 
enough. 
 
The Sierra Club wants about 1,500 acres of eucalyptus removed and replaced by a 
native forest, which is exactly what the Hills Conversation Network is against. 
If only the all-hands-on-deck attitude of post-disaster relief could be tapped to find an 
equitable solution before it’s too late. 
 
“People need to be more flexible to recognize that everybody is trying to do the right 
thing,” Doyle said. “But tying money up that could save lives and property because you 
think it should be 10 trees in this spot or no trees in this spot — it’s the two extremes. 
“It’s just very frustrating, because we end up spending billions of dollars just fighting 
fires and doing recovery, and there’s a tragic loss of both lives and property.” 
 
San Francisco Chronicle columnist Otis R. Taylor Jr. appears Mondays, Wednesdays and 

Fridays. Email: otaylor@sfchronicle.com Twitter: @otisrtaylorjr 

mailto:otaylor@sfchronicle.com
http://twitter.com/otisrtaylorjr


 

Community News 

Long-planned East Bay Greenway nears new 

milestone  
PROPOSED PEDESTRIAN, BICYCLE TRAIL WOULD RUN FROM 
LAKE MERRITT TO SOUTH HAYWARD BART STATIONS 

 

 

[A student heads home on 
the East Bay Greenway in 
Oakland. (Photo by Paul 
Kuroda) 

 

 

 

 

By Darin Moriki | dmoriki@bayareanewsgroup.com | Bay Area News Group 
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SAN LEANDRO — Take a stroll or a short bike ride around the Coliseum BART 
station in East Oakland and it won’t be hard to spot a work in progress. 
There, bicyclists, joggers and walkers have shared a half-mile-long, 12-foot-wide 
path along a three-block stretch of San Leandro Street between 75th and 85th 
avenues for the past two years. 
 
For transit agencies, elected officials, railroad executives and transportation 
planners across Alameda County, the concrete pathway below the elevated 
BART tracks is part of a larger vision: a 16-mile trail along the BART tracks, 
called the East Bay Greenway, connecting seven stations in Oakland, San 
Leandro, Ashland, Cherryland and Hayward. 
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The task now, however, is threefold: determine exactly where the path should run 
between the Lake Merritt and South Hayward BART stations; negotiate with 
Union Pacific Railroad to possibly buy track lines or land for the path; and identify 
ways to fund the project. 
 
“It’s really a vision, in coming through with the BART station, to really be a center 
point for what we can do, as well as a safe point through our town and into 
Hayward,” San Leandro Mayor Pauline Cutter said at a Sept. 11 City Council 
work session where the East Bay Greenway was discussed. 
“It’s something that we’re really looking forward to, and we’re always looking for 
money to put toward it,” she said. 
 
The proposed East Bay Greenway would connect the Lake Merritt, Fruitvale, 
Coliseum, San Leandro, Bayfair, Hayward and South Hayward BART stations 
through a continuous, paved pedestrian and biking trail. Nearly a quarter of the 
16-mile path, or 3.4 miles, would run through San Leandro, said Michael Stella, 
the city’s principal engineer. 
 
The initial East Bay Greenway segment near the Coliseum BART station was 
completed in November 2015; it was a pilot project to test how often people 
would use it, Stella said. This portion of the path was constructed before any 
others early to take advantage of a $10 million federal grant obtained by the East 
Bay Regional Park District in 2010 to fund work on the East Bay Greenway and 
three regional trails. 
 
Plans for the East Bay Greenway date back to 2008, when Urban Ecology, a Bay 
Area urban planning advocacy group, proposed a 12-mile pedestrian and bike 
path between East 12th Street and 18th Avenue in Oakland to the Hayward 
BART station. 
 
The Alameda County Transportation Improvement Authority set aside grant 
funds in 2009 for a preliminary study of the East Bay Greenway. 
The Alameda County Transportation Commission, now spearheading the project, 
received about $2.6 million state grants in 2014 to prepare environmental 
studies. Caltrans is partnering with the Alameda County Transportation 
Commission to make the East Bay Greenway potentially eligible for federal 
funds. 
The draft environmental documents are scheduled to be released in the next few 
months, County Transportation Commission project delivery director Trinity 
Nguyen said. San Leandro plans to hold a public meeting in early November on 
the environmental study, Stella said. 
 
The project, however, still faces its fair share of challenges, Stella said. 
Environmental documents outline two separate trail alignments and designs for 
the East Bay Greenway. One strategy involves purchasing Union Pacific-owned 
land and train tracks to build the path. The alternative involves constructing the 



path using space between BART’s elevated track columns, adjacent streets and 
on-street bikeways, with sufficient setbacks from the Union Pacific tracks. 
“For a project that’s this large, it’s likely that the trail will be built segment by 
segment over several years,” Stella said. 
 
Union Pacific rarely uses the rail tracks along the proposed East Bay Greenway, 
except to divert traffic from a more active rail line nearby used by most Amtrak 
and freight trains, Stella said. 
 
Buying land and track areas from Union Pacific is still uncertain because 
negotiations have not started, although potential costs could be very high, Stella 
said. Those costs do not include the $160 million price tag to build the entire East 
Bay Greenway, according to county Transportation Commission estimates. 
“I think one of the greatest things in this strategy that has moved forward is the 
segmentation, because any jurisdiction that’s ready can proceed forward, if it 
doesn’t have any major (Union Pacific Railroad) influence,” Nguyen said at the 
meeting. 
 
Agreements must also be forged with Alameda County or individual cities along 
the trail to operate and maintain the East Bay Greenway once it is complete, 
Stella said. 
 
“We need everyone on board shaking hands … because if one person backs out, 
then we’ll have a regional trail with a gap in the middle, so it’s really important 
that we stay together as a group with our neighboring communities,” Stella said. 
Maintaining the trail could cost close to $25,000 per mile each year, based on 
East Bay Parks estimates for the Iron Horse Trail. 
 

Darin Moriki is a reporter for the Bay Area News Group's Silicon Valley 

Community Newspapers. He covers Hayward, Castro Valley, San Leandro and 

nearby unincorporated Alameda County areas for the Hayward Daily Review. 

He has worked for the organization since 2016. He has worked for four 

newspapers in three states since graduating in 2012 from the University of Oregon with his 

master's degree in journalism. His coverage includes the 2011 Tohoku earthquake and tsunami 

in Japan and the 2012 Aurora theater shooting in Colorado. Originally from Hawaii, he dreams 

of the warm ocean water lapping at his feet and the sand between his toes.  



 

US wildfire costs exceed $2 billion, a record amid 

a year of extremes 

By Kurtis Alexander 

Updated 9:09 am, Friday, September 15, 2017  
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FILE - In this Sept. 5, 2017, file photo, the Eagle Creek wildfire burns on the Oregon side of the Columbia River 

Gorge near Cascade Locks, Ore. An Oregon lawmaker has lashed out at restrictions on logging, blaming them for 

the intensity of wildfires plaguing much of the U.S. West. (Genna Martin /seattlepi.com via AP)  

 

The wildfire season that has leveled hundreds of homes, closed roads and parks, and sent hazy 

smoke into major cities across the West has become the most expensive in U.S. history, 

officials said Thursday, marking another chapter in a year of brutal extremes linked to climate 

change. 
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A menacing one-two punch of record rain last winter and record heat this summer, following a 

historic drought in several Western states, gave birth to a bumper crop of grass and brush that 

has since dried out and burned up. 

Big fires that have hit Montana, Oregon and California especially hard have thrust as many as 

27,000 people to the fire lines, pushing the cost of fire suppression for the U.S. Forest Service 

to a milestone $2 billion this year, the agency reported. 

The expense tops the agency’s previous record of $1.7 billion in 2015, with two weeks still 

remaining in the budget year, which runs Oct. 1 through Sept. 30. The cost does not include 

the smaller amounts spent by other federal and state firefighting agencies. 

 

 

 

“The level of continued fire activity and the length of the fire season is what’s 

driving our costs,” said U.S. Forest Service spokeswoman Babete Anderson. 

Forty-one large blazes burned out of control across the West on Thursday, the 

latest in a fire season that began early in California and is forecast to remain much 

livelier than normal through at least the end of the month. 



More than 8 million acres have been blackened nationwide this year, an area 

larger than the state of Maryland. That’s nearly 50 percent more than what’s 

usually charred at this point in the year. 

 

Montana has taken the brunt of the devastating season, with the picturesque 

Rocky Mountains turning into a tableau of flame and smoke. Blazes forced 

thousands from their homes and killed at least two firefighters. 

 

In Oregon, the Eagle Creek Fire has lit up the scenic Columbia River Gorge while 

showering the Portland area with a steady supply of ash. 

 

California has seen dozens of major fires, from the massive 96,000-acre Eclipse 

Fire in the Klamath National Forest near the Oregon border to smaller but more 

devastating blazes near Lake Oroville and Yosemite National Park. 

 

“It started with several years of drought,” said Scott McLean, a spokesman for the 

California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, noting that a windfall of 

dead and dried-out trees set the stage for this year’s stark fire season. “They’re 

not coming back to life no matter how much rain you put on them.” 

 

Instead, the wet winter created a buildup of grass that prompted several large 

fires in the state’s lower elevations in spring and early summer, only to be trailed 

by burns in the higher elevations as the year progressed, McLean said. 

 

A record hot summer in California, which pushed the mercury to a chart-topping 

106 degrees in San Francisco two weeks ago, only energized the fire season. 

 

LeRoy Westerling, a climate scientist at UC Merced, said several factors play a 

role in increasingly severe fires across the West, including the nation’s history of 

fire suppression, which as a byproduct has left more fuel for fires to burn. Global 

warming is also in the mix. 

 

“Higher temperatures mean more evaporation, which means drier fuels, and that 

means more fire,” Westerling said. “It’s complex, but climate change is really the 

back-seat driver, and it has been for decades.” 
 
Kurtis Alexander is a San Francisco Chronicle staff writer. Email: 
kalexander@sfchronicle.com Twitter: @kurtisalexander 
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